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Synopsis

Extensive guidebook to a popular and rapidly growing craft. Many of us have walked the squares of
Venice, Rome and Madrid and admired the geometric pavements of pebble mosaics. Made from
found stones, and as beautiful as they are durable, pebble mosaics are a welcome addition to
gardens, patios, and public spaces. The Complete Pebble Mosaic Handbook is the most complete
sourcebook for enthusiasts and landscape designers -- an accessible and illustrated guide that
covers materials, design, tools and techniques. The book lists the best sources to find or buy
pebbles; how to choose and test pebbles for strength and quality; and which materials to avoid.
There are practical instructions for ensuring the mosaic can withstand frost, foot and vehicle traffic,
pollutants, and water. The book explains in detail the principles of creating walkways and patios,
precast slabs, fountains, pools, and cascades. lllustrated sample projects are followed step-by-step.
Designing is also fully explained whether using simple sketches or professional graphic design
software. A showcase of pebble mosaic from around the world by leading artists demonstrates the
craft's vast creative potential. In addition, a section of design ideas features many popular subjects
and patterns including animals, heavenly bodies, spirals, borders, floral, fish, flowers, and many

more.
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Customer Reviews

Walkways and fountain areas featuring intricate mosaic pebble designs are made easy for the

average craftsperson. (Jim Carlson Country Decorating Ideas 2004-07-01)An excellent source of



ideas for landscape artists. (Library Journal 2003-10-15)Pebble pizzazz... a fun way to jazz up
outdoor spaces. (Megan Miers Tulsa World 2003-09-27)With photos of some of the world’s finest
pebble mosaics, this handbook is both an invitation and an inspiration. (Kitchener Record
2003-09-20)Benefit from Howarth’s experiences as she shares methods that have succeeded and
failed. She also gives her special cement recipe. (Linda Hutchinson San Gabriel Valley Tribune
2003-10-25)The high art of pebble mosaic, so lovingly, lavishly, and exhaustively documented...
Part world tour of pebble art, part do-it-yourself guide, and part idea catalog, the book succeeds
remarkably. (Design and Build Magazine)Not only a history of mosaics and beautiful photographs,
but a how-to guide for projects... Directions are clear and illustrated. (Miami Herald 2004-11-07)A
book full of possibilities... more than 300 photographs of intricate designs from around the world...
[Howarth ] comes to the rescue of novices, however, with her technique for a precast mosaic. (Lee
Stratton Columbus Dispatch 2003-12-20)Photographic examples of often stunning pebblework... a
step-by-step approach to the craft. (Miami Herald 2003-12-21)

Maggy Howarth is one of the world’s leading authorities on pebble mosaics and author of the

bestseller The Art of Pebble Mosaics.

This book is jam packed with pictures of pebble mosaics from hundreds of years BC to modern day
installations. You will never be at a loss for inspiration with this collection of images.There’s a huge
amount of information on the history of the craft as well as sections dedicated to modern day pebble
mosaic artisans.The instructions are thorough, if not a little daunting. It's a tremendous amount of
work and planning so if you think you can buy this book then crank out a doorstep in a day, think
again.Pebble mosaics require a good deal of planning, patience and dedication. Like many projects
much of it is about the prepwork. The actual laying of the mosaic is only a portion. The author
recommends trying out a couple of small projects to start before tackling a big project. There’s a
learning curve to determine the appropriate scale of design, getting the depth of the grout correct,
and laying the pebbles in a pleasing and practical manner. Larger scale installations can often
require large plywood templates to aid in maintaining a clean design so access to woodworking
tools may be necessary.l am hoping that someday | will have the time to dedicate to making one of
these beautiful creations (after trying on a very small scale to start) but in the meantime | will peruse

this book and dream.

If you are contemplating doing a pebble mosaic, then the Complete Pebble Mosaic Handbook by



Maggy Howarth is essential. It includes easy to follow, start-to-finish instructions written by an
experienced professional. Moreover, it includes a plethora of high quality photos of a diverse set of
pebble mosaic projects. | also purchased two other books: Pebble Mosaics by Ann Frith, and
Pebble Mosaics by Deborah Schneebeli. These are also pretty good books, but on a much smaller
scale than Howarth’s. If you are serious, get all three. If you only want one book, get Howarth’s
book. | recently completed my mosaic with stones so small | set many of them with tweezers. About
120 hours of work, but it was worth it. It is an unusual installation, being inverted, Sistine Chapel
style (I started feeling like Michelangelo, always looking up!). It includes several elements, including
a cat, sun, moon, dragon, galaxy, Audrey (from Little Shop of Horrors), and Old Man Winter. For

pictures see [...].

Sadly, | only gave such a low review because the book fell apart shortly after taking it out of the box.
Perhaps the info in it is good but when the cover falls completely off in less than a day and the spine

collapses | never got to read it. Will look for another copy from alt provider.

This was a gift for my wife and she loves it. Lots of great pictures and ideas for projects.

| love this book! Absolutely worth the space in your book collection. Every detail on creating pebble
mosaics is covered. | still give it 5 stars even though, as others have reported, my cover fell off

almost immediately. Double sided tape and it was as good as new!

Great ideas for paved paths in the yard

What a joy! | am in the process of planning a new home and would like to incorporate some pebble
mosaic. | have long been a fan of pebble mosaic but just recently came across this book. It looked
great and | keenly read pages on-line before buying it. After it arrived my initial impression was that
it was picture heavy (all of which are inspirational and of good quality) but light on facts. On
reflection, this was not a fair assessment of the book and now, having actually taken time to read
through about a third of the book | believe that all the necessary information is there. The book has
over 250 pages, all packed with visual treats. The book is well organized and is divided into three
sections. Each section is well planned and written in clear factual but encouraging language. The
book addresses such issues as suitable techniques for dry or wet climates and is full of encouraging

comments with just one cautionary comment on an abandoned project on the Greek island of



Rhodes. | think this comment, together with photo is testimony to the hard work needed to bring a
project to completion and reminds us not to underestimate the scale and demands of our project
before we start. The estimates of mass/volumes for some of the projects help to provide the reader
with a sense of the scale and demands of any project which they might want to plan. | have great
admiration for the author who has somehow found the time to write and compile this wonderful
asset. Her inclusion of only "the best" examples helps her readers to aspire to well structured and
durable works of art. The around the world section in which the author showcases amazing
examples and techniques might seem unnecessary and probably adds significantly to the overall
cost of the book but it serves to inspire. The book is fairly priced and | am happy to recommend this

to artists, hobbyists, anyone who enjoys things visual and might want some inspiration.

This is the most comprehensive book on Pebble Mosaic installations! Maggy Howarth is the most
accomplished pebble mosaicist in the world--EVERY page has full color gorgeous photos of
completed work as well as progress shots for teaching the method. If you intend to produce outdoor

flooring, this is a must. She has also made a video--very worthwhile.
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